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FROM THE DESK OF CONSUL GENERAL 

Dear friends,                               

 
I am delighted to present the first edition of the 

Economic & Commercial Newsletter of the Consulate General 
of India in Frankfurt, covering the month of January 2023, as 
we enter the new year.  

 
2. The new year began on an encouraging note for 
Indo-German commercial cooperation with enthusiastic 
participation of Indian exhibitors in the Heimtextil Trade Fair 
at Frankfurt Messe. 
 
3. A special section on India’s G20 Presidency covers 
important areas and outcomes from various meetings being 
held in India, besides covering developments in India and 
Germany and the Consulate’s activities. The activities under 
India’s G20 Presidency have gained momentum with a series 
of Working Group meetings inter alia on infrastructure and 
health sectors providing impetus for strengthening 
cooperation in these important sectors.  
 
4. On the India-Germany economic cooperation front, 
there were important developments like major investment by 
SIEMENS in India and emerging opportunities for cooperation 
in renewable energy sector. 
 
5.  This edition of the newsletter carries interviews with 
prominent business leaders and representatives from the 
German industry. Mr. Bijoy Sagar, Executive Vice President, 
BAYER AG shares his experiences and perspectives from the 
Crop science, Pharmaceuticals and Consumer Health industry, 
while Mr. Jürgen Steinmetz, CEO,  IHK Mittlerer Niederrhein 
has presented some innovative ideas and suggestions on 
emerging opportunities for cooperation between India and 
the state of North Rhine Westphalia. 

 
6. I hope you will enjoy the newsletter. Your feedback 
and suggestions are welcome, which could be sent to us via 
email on com1.frankfurt@mea.gov.in 
                                                                           
                                                                      

With best wishes, 
(Amit Telang) 
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Inflation rate in Germany reached +8.7% in January 2023 

 

 
 

Energy and food prices, in particular, have increased considerably since the war started in Ukraine and have 
had a substantial impact on the inflation rate. Due to the situation of war and crisis, delivery bottlenecks and price 
movements at upstream stages in the economic process also have an impact on the inflation rate, which in turn 
leads to price increases for other goods. As part of the federal government’s third relief package, measures have 
been adopted to curb inflation. This is reflected in the consumer price index. 
 

Energy product prices in January 2023 were 23.1 per cent higher YoY despite the relief measures. The main 
reason of the price increase observed in January 2023 probably was the end of the December immediate assistance. 
The increase in energy prices is slowed to some extent by the electricity, natural gas and district heating price 
freezes. The development of energy prices is however influenced by many factors, including international purchase 
prices, as per Destatis. 

 
Source: https://www.destatis.de/DE/Presse/Pressemitteilungen/2023/02/PD23_041_611.html 

 

 Siemens signs 3 billion euro train deal with India 
 

 
 
The order was a big step for Siemens in India, Peter told Reuters, saying the company had previously mainly 

provided components and infrastructure there. "India is looking for technology, better efficiency, and longer 
lifespan for its trains," he said in an interview. "In the past India built their own trains, but they want to increase 
reliability and average speeds.". 
Source: https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/siemens-signs-3-bln-eur-train-deal-india-2023-01-16/ 
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In January 2023, Germany 
experienced a year-on-year (YoY) 
increase of 8.7 per cent in its 
consumer price index (CPI), 
indicating a significant inflation 
rate, according to Federal 
Statistical Office (Destatis). The 
recent revision, which incorporated 
the new base year 2020, revealed 
that inflation rates were up 8.1 per 
cent for December 2020 and 8.8 
per cent for November 2020. 

Siemens has signed a 3 billion euro ($3.25 
billion) contract to supply and service freight trains in 
India, the biggest locomotive deal in its history. 

 
Siemens will deliver 1,200 electric locomotives 

and provide servicing for 35 years under the 
agreement, also its biggest ever in India. The Siemens-
designed, 9,000-horsepower trains with a top speed of 
120 km (75 miles)/hrs. will be assembled in India over 
the next 11 years, with deliveries starting in 24 
months. "These new locomotives can replace between 
500,000 to 800,000 trucks over their lifecycle," said 
Siemens Mobility CEO Michael Peter. 



+ 

Germany’s 2022 Solar Capacity Rises 35% 

 

 
“For more and more consumers and businesses, solar power storage is becoming an indispensable element of 
self-generation. It allows a large percentage of self-generated solar electricity to be self-consumed, guarantees 
energy supply security and stable electricity prices,” says Carsten Körnig, Chief Executive of BSW-Solar. 
 
Source: https://reneweconomy.com.au/germany-solar-storage-installations-jump-35-per-cent-54590/ 

 

  
Davos 2023: Germany's Scholz upbeat on energy, warns on deglobalisation 

 

 
 

 
 

 
"It shows: Germany can be flexible; we can be unbureaucratic; and we can be fast," Scholz said. The chancellor 
highlighted how the crisis had sped up the transformation towards a green economy - the LNG terminals could, 
for example, eventually be used for hydrogen. Scholz said he was aware additional gas resources needed to be 
found to ensure greater European demand for LNG did not drive up prices and therefore scarcity for poorer 
countries, without elaborating on how to go about that or whether Germany would be willing to invest in new 
gas projects. 
Source:  https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/davos-2023-germanys-scholz-upbeat-energy-warns-deglobalisation-
2023-01-18/ 
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Germany's energy supply for this winter 
is secure, Chancellor Olaf Scholz said adding that 
the ability of Europe's largest economy to swiftly 
wean itself off Russian gas has shown how flexible 
and speedy it can be. 

In an upbeat speech at the annual 
meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos, 
Scholz highlighted efforts to get over the energy 
crisis unleashed by Russia's invasion of Ukraine, 
including the swift creation of liquid natural gas 
terminals. These terminals will help replace 
Russian pipeline gas that used to account for half 
of Germany's gas imports. Critics say that 
Germany might not have faced a major energy 
crisis if it had taken such measures to diversify 
supply before the war. 

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz addresses the World Economic 
Forum (WEF), next to World Economic Forum (WEF) founder 
and Executive Chairman Klaus Schwab, in Davos, Switzerland. 

The number of subsidized solar power storage 
installations has increased by more than 35% in a year in 
Germany. Falling prices and the desire for energy 
independence are fueling this high demand. 

In the first seven months of this year, the German 
development bank KfW has supported 35% more solar 
energy storage projects than in the same period in 2014. 
Since the German federal government’s launch of the PV 
storage system support program in 2013, more than 
12,000 PV storage systems have been installed. 

Germany installed 7.18 GW of solar capacity in 
2022, a growth of 35.47% Year-over-Year (YoY) from 
5.3GW installed in last year. 

%20
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Apple Exported $1 Bn Worth Smartphones From India In December 2022 
 

 
  

 According to the Department of Commerce, between April and November 2022, India exported over 6 
Bn worth of smartphones. The development comes at a time when Apple is aiming to soar its production in 
India from  7% to 25% in the future. “Apple is already at about 5-7% of their manufacturing in India. If I am not 
mistaken, they are targeting to go up to 25% of their manufacturing. They launched the most recent models 
from India, manufactured in India,” Mr. Piyush Goyal added. 

Source: https://inc42.com/buzz/apple-exported-1-bn-worth-smartphones-from-india-in-december-2022/ 

 

UP and Germany collaborate in science, climate, environment, sustainable 
development & energy  

 
 
He further shared details about the current collaborations between Germany and UP. he said that 

currently, German institutes along with IIT Kanpur and MMMUT Gorakhpur are collaborating in research, 
development and training. The Indo-German Scientific Council plans to work with other universities of Uttar 
Pradesh.  The ambassador further spoke about participation in the forthcoming UPGIS 2023. He said that several 
investors from Germany are keen to invest in UP and they will be participating in the summit. 

Source: https://www.businessworld.in/article/German-Ambassador-Meets-UP-CM-Discusses-Investment-Opportunities/23-01-

2023-463053/ 
 

German Ambassador to India Philipp Ackermann met with 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath at his official residence 
where they discussed various economic potential in the state. 
Welcoming the ambassador, the chief minister stated that India and 
Germany share a history of economic collaboration that dates back 
more than 500 years. According to an official statement, bilateral ties 
between the two nations are reaching new heights under the prime 
minister’s leadership.  

Ambassador Ackermann stated during the meeting that 
Germany and India have significant economic relations. “We 
collaborate in many areas, including scientific and social interaction, 
climate, environment, sustainable development, and energy,” 
Ackermann explained. He stated that, under Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s leadership, India now plays a significant role in international 
forums.  

 

Tech colossal Apple reportedly exported $1 Bn (INR 8,100 Cr) 
worth smartphones from India in December 2022. During 
the same month, India’s cumulative smartphone export 
stood at over INR 10,000 Cr.  

Before that, in November 2022, Apple surpassed 
Samsung, becoming a leading smartphone exporter in the 
country, as per the data available with The Economic Times. 
In December 2022, when the country clocked INR 10,000 Cr 
of smartphone export, Samsung’s manufacturing unit in 
India was closed for about 15 days due to regular 
maintenance, which dropped its production and exports in 
that month, shared by government officials. 

https://www.duesseldorf.de/wirtschaftsfoerderung/aktuelles/aktuelles-detailseite/newsdetail/wirtschaftsfoerderung-intensiviert-austausch-mit-indien.html%20/
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PM Narendra Modi flags off MV Ganga Vilas cruise in Varanasi 
 

       
 
The 51-day cruise will cover a distance of more than 3,200 km across 27 river systems in five states 

in India and Bangladesh. The journey will give the tourists an opportunity to embark upon an experiential 
voyage and indulge in the art, culture, history, and spirituality of India and Bangladesh. The cruise will also 
traverse through the biodiversity rich World Heritage Sites of Sunderbans in Bay of Bengal delta, famous for 
Royal Bengal Tigers, as well as Kaziranga National Park, famous for one horn rhino. 

 
Source:https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/pm-narendra-modi-flags-off-mv-ganga-vilas-cruise-in-

varanasi/articleshow/96956474.cms?from=mdr 

Auto Expo 2023 - Components Show Sees Largest-Ever Footfall         

 

 
 

 Source: https://www.outlookindia.com/business 
 /auto-expo-2023-components-show-sees- 
largest-ever-footfall-cii-news-254129 
 
 
 
 
 

The Auto Expo, over the last several years 
has grown tremendously in size and 
transformed itself into a global event. Asia's 
largest automotive show jointly organised 
by Automotive Component Manufacturers 
Association of India (ACMA), Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) and Society of Indian 
Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM), the 
Auto Expo 2023 – Components  had the 
largest ever footfall of 1,22,500 business 
delegates from 65 countries, CII said.  

"The 800 plus exhibitors from 15 
countries with six country pavilions from 
France, Germany, Japan, Poland, South 
Korea, and the UK, witnessed packed stalls 
with serious visitors from India and overseas 
during the four-day exhibition at Pragati 
Maidan, New Delhi," the Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII) said. 
 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagged off the 
MV Ganga Vilas luxury cruise on the world's 
longest river voyage from Varanasi to Dibrugarh 
in Assam.  

The event was attended by the PM 
virtually. Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi 
Adityanath was also present to attend the 
inauguration ceremony. He also inaugurated 
the 'Tent City' built on the banks of river Ganga 
in Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh. 

 
 

https://www.outlookindia.com/business
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Hon’ble Prime Minister inaugurates 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas convention in 
Madhya Pradesh 

 

 

 
Hon’ble Prime Minister Narendra Modi graced the inauguration event of the 17th Pravasi Bharatiya 

Divas (PBD) convention organized in Indore, Madhya Pradesh from 8th to 10th January 2023. He 
inaugurated a digital PBD exhibition on the theme ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav - Contribution of Diaspora in 
Indian Freedom Struggle’ and released a commemorative postal stamp as well ‘Surakshit Jaayen, Prashikshit 
Jaayen’.  

 
PBD convention is a flagship event organised by the Government of India which acts as a platform 

to interact with the Indians living overseas belonging to the Indian diaspora. This year’s theme of the 
convention was ‘Diaspora: Reliable partners for India’s progress in Amrit Kaal’. For this year, over 3500 
diaspora citizens from over 70 countries have registered for the convention. 

 
The Prime Minister mentioned that this year’s Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is of great significance for 

India as the country recently celebrated 75 years of Independence. He highlighted the importance of Pravasi 
Bhartiyas in the upcoming journey of Amrit Kaal by saying that “India’s unique global vision and its role in 
the global order will be strengthened by them”. 

 
Source: https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/spotlight-of-the-week-detail.htm?180 
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PM Narendra Modi lauds railways coach production under 'Make in India' 
 

 
 
The Railway Ministry cited data for coach production between 2014-15 and 2021-22. The BJP-led 
government led by PM Modi has been in power since May 2014. “Indian Railways Coach production: A 
Testimony of the ‘Make In India’ initiative. 2014-15: 3,731 2018-19: 6,076 2021-22: 7,151 Percentage 
increase: 91.6 per cent,” the Railway Ministry tweet said. 
Source : https://theprint.in/india/pm-modi-lauds-railways-coach-production-under-make-in-india-says-excellent-trend/1308430/ 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has praised coach 
production under the ‘Make In India’ initiative and 
said that it illustrates the strength and skills of 130 
crore Indians to become ‘Aatmanirbhar’. 
Responding to a tweet by Railways Ministry which 
showed there has been 91.6 per cent increase in 
Indian Railways Coach Production in the past few 
years, the Prime Minister said it is an excellent 
trend. 

“Excellent trend, illustrating the strength 
and skills of 130 crore Indians as well as the resolve 
to become Aatmanirbhar,” the Prime Minister 
said. 

International Year of Millets 2023 Kick-Starts 
 

 
 

‘Millets’ were among the first crops to be domesticated in India with several evidences of its 
consumption during the Indus valley civilization. Being grown in more than 130 countries at present, 
millets are considered traditional food for more than half a billion people across Asia and Africa. In India, 
millets are primarily a Kharif crop, requiring less water and agricultural inputs than other similar staples. 
Millets are important by the virtue of their mammoth potential to generate livelihoods, increase farmers’ 
income and ensure food and nutritional security all over the world. 

 
Source: https://agriculturepost.com/policy/international-year-of-millets-2023-kick-starts-read-the-focussed-activities-by-centre-states-
and-embassies/ 

Spearheaded by the Government of India’s 
proposal for International Year of Millets 
(IYM) 2023 which was accepted by the United 
Nations General Assembly (UNGA), the 
declaration has been instrumental for the 
Government of India to be at the forefront in 
celebrating the IYM 2023. Prime Minister of 
India, Sh. Narendra Modi has also shared his 
vision to make IYM 2023 a ‘People’s 
Movement’ alongside positioning India as the 
‘Global Hub for Millets’. 
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First G20 Global Partnership for Financial Inclusion meeting held in Kolkata 
 

 
 
Source:https://www.outlookindia.com/business/need-for-digital-financial-inclusion-forms-basis-of-discussion-as-g20-meeting-kicks-
off-in-kolkata-news-252328 

 
 

 
 

The first Global Partnership for Financial Inclusion 
meeting of the G20 was held in Kolkata from 9-11 January 
2023. Experts and delegates from India and abroad on 
Monday underscored the significance of digital financial 
inclusion and an adequate ecosystem for it, addressing a 
variety of sessions at a G20 meeting here. 

“We have gathered notable insights and valuable 
database from the discussions during the sessions in order 
to make the make the post-pandemic recovery more 
inclusive and sustainable, financial inclusion is going to be 
key enabler, and we must all put our voices behind it to 
boost our reach so that no one is left behind,” said 
Chanchal Sarkar, Economic Advisor, Ministry of Finance, 
Department of Economic Affairs. 

 
 

G20's First Infrastructure Working Group Meeting in Pune  
 

 
 

The two-day meeting, hosted by the Indian Presidency, discussed the flagship theme of “Financing 
Cities of Tomorrow- Inclusive, Resilient and Sustainable”, amongst others. The meeting included 
discussions on various facets of making cities economic centres of growth, financing urban infrastructure, 
building future-ready urban infrastructure, the role of cities in meeting sustainability targets, directing 
fiscal investments for unlocking private financing for energy-efficient and environmentally sustainable 
infrastructure and mitigating social imbalances. The meeting also discussed other important themes, 
such as exploring ways to collate the data on Infrastructure spending and make the data useful for the 
private sector. 

 
Source:  https://www.gihub.org/news/first-infrastructure-working-group-meeting-under-g20-presidency/ 

The first G20 Infrastructure Working 
Group meeting under G20 India 
Presidency concluded on 17th January 
2023 in Pune.  
 

The meeting was attended by 
64 delegates from 18 member 
countries, 8 guest countries and 8 
international organisations. G20 IWG 
discussed the 2023 Infrastructure 
Agenda under the Indian G20 
Presidency. 
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1st G20 meeting of Financial Architecture Working Group 
 

 
 

The discussions during the two-day meeting was jointly steered by the ministry of finance and the 
Reserve Bank of India along with France and Korea who are the co-chairs of the International Financial 
Architecture Working Group 
 
Source:https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/g20-meeting-of-financial-architecture-working-group-
concludes/articleshow/97498004.cms?from=mdr 

A two-day meeting of the G20 International 
Financial Architecture Working Group was held 
in Chandigarh with participants discussing 
issues pertaining to strengthening multilateral 
development banks and how to address 
challenges associated with the debt.  

Around 100 delegates from the G20 
countries, invitee countries and international 
organisations participated in the meeting, Anu 
P Mathai, Adviser, the Ministry of Finance, said 
while addressing the media here. 
 
 
Read more at: 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/eco
nomy/policy/g20-meeting-of-financial-
architecture-working-group-
concludes/articleshow/97498004.cms?utm_sourc
e=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_ca
mpaign=cppst 

1st G20 Health Working Group Meeting 

 

 
 

In his keynote address, Union Minister of State for External Affairs V. Muraleedharan highlighted 
India’s strong culture of medical practices and innovation. Mr. Muraleedharan also Highlighting India’s 
strong culture of medical practices and innovation. Mr Muraleedharan noted that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s s clarion call for “One Earth, One Family, One Future” is pro-planet approach, which is 
in harmony with nature for an increasingly globalized world. Union Health Secretary Rajesh Bhushan 
highlighted India’s aim to achieve convergence in discussions across various multilateral fora engaged in 
health cooperation, as chair of the G20 Presidency. 
 

Source:  https://newsonair.com/2023/01/18/first-g20-health-working-group-meeting-under-indias-g20-presidency-begins-in-
thiruvananthapuram/ 

The first G20 Health Working Group 
meeting under India’s G20 presidency was 
held in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. Union 
Minister of State for Health and Family 
Welfare Dr Bharati Pravin Pawar inaugurated 
the 3-day event.  

Speaking on the occasion, she said 
pandemic policy must be a defining part of 
our health policy as any health crisis today 
leads to an economic crisis due to the multi-
sectoral nature of inter-connected world. 
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Mr Jürgen Steinmetz, CEO, Mittlerer Niederrhein Chamber  

of Commerce and Industry (IHK) 
  

 
    

 
 

Jürgen Steinmetz is actively involved in sports and education organizations on a voluntary basis. 

The IHK Mittlerer Niederrhein is a network of about 76,000 member companies. More than 2,600 

voluntary active representatives of the business community and 130 IHK employees work together in 

the interest of the regional economy. The Mittlerer Niederrhein region is located between North Rhine 

Westphalia`s capital Düsseldorf and the Dutch border and includes the cities of Krefeld and 

Mönchengladbach as well as the Rhein-Kreis Neuss and the district of Viersen. As an intermediary 

between the state and the economy, the IHK represents the interests of its members in the various 

business fields and performs statutory tasks as a public corporation. www.mittlerer-niederrhein.ihk.de 

 

1) How does IHK Mittlerer Niederrhein support companies which would like to invest in the 

region? 

First of all: companies with an interest in the Mittlerer Niederrhein region will find a 
cosmopolitan, internationally well-connected region in the heart of Europe. Every tenth of the around 
76,000 member companies of the IHK have a foreign background. They take advantage of the region's 
strategically favourable location to serve the German and European markets. They contribute to the 
regional economy earning every second euro abroad. These are strong arguments in favour of our 
business location. We have a great interest in even more foreign companies, especially from India, 
settling in our region. We support this, for example, through our investment agency, Standort 
Niederrhein, with data and analyses and short routes to the local business development authorities. 
The IHK helps with information and advice on the subject of company settlement, aliens law, taxes, 
skilled workers, vocational training, and recognition of foreign qualifications. Last but not least, we take 
care of the continuous improvement of the local framework conditions. And through networking 
opportunities we ensure that foreign companies also quickly feel at home here.  

 

5 INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 

Interview 

Prior to becoming the IHK`s CEO in 2015, Jürgen 

Steinmetz was Deputy Chief Administrator of the district of 

Neuss (Rhein-Kreis Neuss) heading various district 

departments. In addition, he was Managing Director of the 

District`s Economic Development Corporation, as well as of 

the district`s Technology Center, and Employment Promotion 

Agency. Jürgen Steinmetz is a member of several supervisory 

and advisory boards of regional business promotion 

organizations such as the “Innovationsregion Rheinisches 

Revier”, the “Standort Niederrhein”, and the “Logistikregion 

Rheinland”. He is an advisory member of the “Regionalrat 

Düsseldorf” (Regional Council Düsseldorf).  

Mr Jürgen Steinmetz, CEO, Mittlerer 
Niederrhein Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry (IHK) 

http://www.mittlerer-niederrhein.ihk.de/
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2) What has your experience been so far with the Indian companies? 
 
I wish I could report on a rich experience. I have fond memories of an IHK trade mission to India 

back in January 2007. We visited Kolkata, Mumbai, Pune, and Hyderabad and met quite a number of Indian 

companies, for example Mida & Company, Datamatics, and Forbes Marshall. These were exciting 

experiences, and our Indian counterparts were personalities with a strong entrepreneurial spirit, courage, 

and optimism. I also enjoyed the visit to the top university "Indian Institute of Social Welfare and Business 

Management" in Kolkata and the conversation with business students, whose level impressed me. During 

this trip, we also visited the branches of some German companies that have their headquarters in the 

Mittlerer Niederrhein region. Many of the people in charge of these companies are involved with the IHK 

and often talk about their experiences in India. You can feel the passion they have developed for this 

country. 

 

3) This year marks the 70 years of establishment of diplomatic relations between India and 

Germany. What do you think should be the focus areas to further strengthen the Indo-German relations? 

 

The major tasks of our time - digitalization, energy security, sustainability, and climate protection - 

also define the Indo-German agenda. I therefore think it is right to set joint priorities in the areas of 

renewable energies and energy efficiency, sustainable urban development and climate and resource 

protection. Of course, this should not be done without losing sight of the different starting points of our 

countries. In addition, the expansion of vocational education and training, a core issue and heartfelt 

concern of the German IHKs, is an important approach to Indo-German cooperation. Against the 

background of increasing regulation of international supply chains, governments should also ensure that 

the framework conditions for bilateral trade relations remain intact or are improved. 

 

4) What are the economic strengths of the region? Are there any specific sectors, which IHK 

Mittlerer Niederrhein is currently focusing upon? 

 

Industrial companies continue to have a strong presence in the regional economy, especially in the 

chemical, energy, mechanical engineering, metal production, food, and textile industries. The Mittlerer 

Niederrhein region is also strong in the logistics sector. This is complemented by a broad spectrum of 

innovative business-related services. The region is part of the so-called "Rheinisches Revier", a coal mining 

region. Against the backdrop of an energy-intensive industry, the structural change (“Strukturwandel”) in 

the Rheinisches Revier and the Mittlerer Niederrhein region will be an ongoing task for the next few years, 

if not decades. On the one hand, we must succeed in keeping our companies internationally competitive 

in the long term, and on the other hand, we must consider the requirements of ambitious climate 

protection. We are committed to this success. 

5.2 INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 
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INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 
  

Mr. Bijoy Sagar, Executive Vice President, Chief Information and Digital Transformation 
Officer, Bayer AG 

      
 

 

 

 

 
1) Bayer has a very long history in India, could you give us a glimpse of Bayer's operations in India? 
 

  Bayer India is a microcosm of Bayer Global, all three business divisions – Crop Science, 
Pharmaceuticals, and Consumer Health – are fully operational in India. Over the last 126 years of our 
presence in India, we have strived to establish ourselves as a trusted partner in national growth with 
significant contributions toward enhancing food security, increasing rural prosperity, providing accessible 
health care, and encouraging sustainable business practices. 
 

Bayer’s Crop Science Division in India supports more than 20 million farmers in the country through 
its portfolio of innovative chemical & biological crop protection solutions, seeds & traits, and digital 
technologies & services. A firm believer of ‘Make in India’, Bayer’s manufacturing and seed processing units 
located across the country not only fulfil local requirements but also help meet Bayer’s global requirements. 
Bayer in India is also sourcing supplies from a number of its partners for its global operations.  
As a company that is focused on transforming farmer’s lives through innovation in agriculture, we have made 
significant advancements to support smallholder farmers in increasing crop yields and earning better 
incomes, through initiatives like: 
a) The Better Life Farming (BLF) alliance works with partners across the Agri-value chain to support 
smallholder farmers to increase crop yields and farm incomes.  
b)  Sahbhaagi is a rural micro-entrepreneurship development model which empowers farmers, women, 
and rural youth to become an advisor and recommend the right solutions to smallholder growers.  
c) Collectivization of smallholder farmers to help them reap the benefits of scale. Bayer is working with 
the government to help Collectivization through the creation of Farmer Producer Organizations, a key 
initiative of the government under Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
d) Fostering Technological innovations like the usage of drones for Crop protection as well as crop 
monitoring 

6 INDIAN ACHIEVERS IN GERMANY 
 

Mr. Bijoy Sagar, Executive Vice 
President, Chief Information and 

Digital Transformation Officer, 
Bayer AG 

Interview 

Bijoy Sagar is Executive Vice President and Chief Information 
and Digital Transformation Officer of Bayer. He is located in 
Leverkusen, Germany. Prior to joining Bayer, Sagar served variously as 
the Chief Digital Technology Officer and CIO of Stryker, a leading 
medical technology company, where he was also a member of the 
executive team. 

Sagar has over 20 years of experience in the healthcare and 
chemical sectors. He has previously worked for pharma and biotech 
companies in the USA and Europe, including Millennium 
Pharmaceuticals (now Takeda), Amgen, Eli Lilly & Company and Merck 
KGaA. He also serves on various advisory councils and boards.  

 
Sagar holds Master’s degrees from the University of Mumbai 

and Northeastern University, Boston and holds US citizenship. 
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Our Pharmaceuticals division in India operates as Bayer Zydus Pharma, a joint venture between 
Bayer and Zydus Cadila. The focus of this business is on prescription products, especially for cardiology and 
women’s healthcare. Through this division, we bring some of the world's leading medicines to India at 
accessible prices. In 2022 Bayer successfully launched products addressing diabetes, prostate cancer, and 
worsening heart failure from its global portfolio in India. India is also home to a lot of R&D activities as well 
as clinical trials for pharma products. 

 
Similarly, the Consumer Health division is focused on making self-care for a better life a reality for 

millions of people around the country through over-the-counter healthcare products that enhance the 
quality of life and improve nutrition. Most of these products for the Consumer Health division are made 
locally in India and are touching the lives of over 30 million Indian households. 

 
2) What is the role of Digital technological innovations for a Life Science company with core 

competencies in the areas of health care and agriculture like Bayer? 
 
As a company with nearly 160 years of history Bayer had to change constantly over all the years to 

keep the competitive edge. To face the challenges of the 21st century, digital technological innovations 
will make the difference to continue being a successful player in the future. Within the agricultural sector 
Bayer is leading the transformation with impact driven solutions. We leverage a digital new-business-
model system that combines physical products and digital farming services in offers to customers while 
evolving our approach from selling inputs to outputs. With creating a data-driven ecosystem for farmers 
using weather data and measurements as well as satellite imagery we maximize yields and manage risks. 
As we are using drones covering over 70 million acres around the world. Collecting real-time information 
on soil and weather conditions, and using algorithms on this data, we provide analytics to farmers so they 
can make better decisions for their business. 

 
In the healthcare sector we are making contribution to society focuses on innovations and new 

treatment options for diseases with high unmet medical needs such as cancer and cardiovascular diseases. 
The way we discover new medicine and treatment options has evolved significantly in recent years. We're 
looking at cell and gene therapies that are just beginning to be explored, and it's all done digitally. With 
these innovations, we are making a sustainable contribution to transforming healthcare for patients 
worldwide. Algorithms allow researchers to predict different structures of proteins are improving rapidly. 
Digital technological innovations enable companies like Bayer to digitize areas of their business that were 
not possible before.    

 
3) What would be in your opinion the key potential areas for Indo-German Collaboration in the 

healthcare and agriculture Sector? 
 
India’s relationship with Germany is rooted in mutual trust, joint interest in serving the people of 

both countries, and multilateral responses to global challenges. India and Germany are already partnering 
up to tackle the challenges of soil degradation, biodiversity loss, and climate change by promoting holistic 
solutions for resilient agriculture and food systems like Agroecology. In May 2022, India and Germany 
signed a joint declaration for the establishment of the first-ever bilateral lighthouse initiative on 
Agroecology and sustainable management of natural resources. 

6.2 
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Besides both countries can leverage each other’s capabilities in- 
1) Strengthening trade, supply chain, and Agtech which will allow seamless Agri-food chain trade between 
two countries and also help farmers adopt sustainable agricultural practices, using technology.    
2) Mechanization and Digitalization: Collaborative action in promoting the adoption of technology and 
machinery that helps in improving agrochemical application efficiency. And usage of technology to 
disseminate advisory and knowledge related to efficient and cost-effective methods of agrochemical 
application. Apart from the agriculture sector, there is great potential for collaboration between the two 
countries to ensure access to healthcare solutions for citizens of both countries. Some areas of co-operation 
can be centered around the following:  
a) Partnering for the export of pharmaceutical products from India through contract manufacturing partners 
and Contributing to global R&D efforts in healthcare through Data Science and Analytic expertise.  
b) Work on women’s health issues, with a special focus on access to modern contraceptives and Harnessing 
the IT industry and dynamic healthcare start-ups in India for developments in healthcare. 
c) Make India the hub of clinical trials to take advantage of robust regulations, skilled professionals, and a 
diverse patient pool. 
 

4) What are your upcoming projects? 
 
 At Bayer, we are constantly innovating and developing to digitalize processes and bring value to our 

customers. Bayer’s Research & Development (R&D) efforts are focused on developing new solutions geared 
to support farmer needs, and meet the growing global demand for food, feed, and fiber while also advancing 
a climate-smart and sustainable future for the industry. India is a technology hub for Bayer, and we aim to 
develop new digital and technological solutions in India with the use of ERP and software development to 
provide the best services to Bayer businesses. With the digital ecosystem evolving rapidly, such as quantum 
computing, we will soon see its beneficial impact in developing new medicines. The launch of 5G services in 
India, will enable Bayer to bring data, analytics, and intelligence to farmers, soon. 

  
 I expect the BLF Alliance to empower 2.5 million smallholder farmers in India soon by providing 

them access to modern Agri-inputs and improving their standard of living. Similarly, creating business 
opportunities for rural entrepreneurs and developing business models around drone services will 
significantly serve our purpose of reaching 100 million smallholder farmers by 2030.  

 
Another initiative that has great potential is Forward farms. In Forward Farms around the world, 

Bayer partners with independent farmers to show how tailored solutions, modern tools and practices, 
proactive stewardship measures, and partnerships are enabling farmers to run successful businesses while 
providing enough food for a growing world, and in a way that preserves the environment. 

 
To promote sustainable agriculture, we plan to take to scale up the Sustainable rice Initiative, which 

we are running as a pilot across more than nine states in India. It can lead to: 
a. 30% decrease in water consumption and dependability, which translates into saving 1500 liters of 

water per kilo of rice. Rice is grown on nearly 44 million hectares in India and the savings on water 
consumption will be phenomenal. 

b. 2-3 tCO2e reduction in emissions that result in an additional income of 1000 INR per hectare 
through carbon trading mechanism  

c. 25% reduction in the cost of cultivation, thus increasing farmer incomes substantially. 
It also aims to build a voluntary market for carbon credits gained through sustainable rice farming. 



+ 

INDIAN ACHIEVERS IN GERMANY 
 

 

               

                

   

              

 

    

 

 

 

 

                                              

7 COMMERCIAL OUTREACH 

Around 400 Indian exhibitors showcased their product 
innovations in textile interior designing, hospitality and 
sustainability at the leading global trade fair Heimtextil at 
Frankfurt Messe during 10-13 January, 2023. 
 
 Heimtextil is the international trade fair for home 
and contract textiles, which takes place annually at the 
Frankfurt trade fairgrounds. Held on four days at the 
beginning of January, the fair is the first major 
presentation and ordering date of the year and sets the 
standard for the  whole year of the textile industry. 

Glimpses from Heimtextil 2023 
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THANK YOU 


